








SWOPE’S NEW DENTAL VAN STAYS BUSY
ACROSS THE METRO AND BEYOND!

|\ | ational and regional statistics
paint a startling picture of dental

need. Fifty percent of tooth decay
among low income children remains
untreated, frequently resulting in

pain, dysfunction, underweight and
poor appearance. Fewer than one in five
children with Medicaid coverage receive a
single preventive dental service. “That’s why
Swope’s dental department is so motivated

to reach those children in need,” explains

Dr. Peggy Young, chair of the SHS Dental
Department. “Our new dental van gives us
the mobility and flexibility to reach them,” she
added.

The portable dental program staff includes
a dentist and a dental assistant who travel
with portable chairs, x-ray equipment and
instruments. Sites targeted for service
currently range from the Ft. Osage School
District, located in a rural Independence,
Missouri community, to the Quindaro
community center in Kansas City, KS. Head
Start sites throughout the metro area are also
regularly visited by Swope dental staff.

The purchase of the dental van was made
possible through the generosity and civic spirit
of the Capitol Federal Foundation, which
was established to benefit the communities
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in which Capitol Federal Savings Bank has
a presence, which are principally in Kansas.
However, dental staff does reach out to areas
of need in Missouri as well.

“It has been shown through many studies
that kids with poor oral health are more at
risk for heart disease, stroke, and heart attack
later in their lives,” said Dr. Otis Latimer,
SHS Medical Director. “We want as many
children as possible to be spared the medical
complications associated with a lack of
preventive dental care in their formative years,”

he added.
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GOVERNOR JAY NIXON (continued)

healthy enough to get to work and perform on the
job. But today, too many parents are going without
the medical care they need, or they’re turning to
emergency rooms instead of a traditional doctor’s
office. As a result, families with health insurance
are picking up this tab with higher premiums
and co-pays. I commend the leaders of Missouri’s
hospitals for partnering with me to reach this
landmark agreement, and I look forward to
working with the legislature to take advantage
of this historic opportunity to increase access to
health care without raising taxes on Missourians.
By putting Missouri families first, we can extend
health care to more than 34,000 parents in
Missouri and drive down the cost of coverage for
all Missourians, without spending a single extra
dollar from the state’s General Revenue. This is an
opportunity we can't afford to miss.”

“Gov. Nixon understands the critical role
of health care in jump starting our economy,”
said Marc Smith, president of the Missouri
Hospital Association. “But right now, too many
Missourians don't have access to the health care
they need, and those who do have coverage are
paying too much for it. By using the funds our
hospitals receive for uncompensated care to
provide coverage for more parents, we'll help
more Missourians access primary care physicians,
decrease wait times in our emergency rooms
and move our economy in the right direction.
Together, Missouri’s hospitals and our state leaders
are poised to make a real investment in the health
and economic future of our people. Let’s take the
first step now by providing coverage to 34,800
additional parents.”

“Touching the lives of people through

health, wellness and empowerment”’
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